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Cartographic hand-drawn map of Párovce  

Source: The Jewish Nitra Documentation Centre 
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The exhibition Jewish Nitra presents the life of 

the Jewish community in Nitra from the end of 

the 19th century to the end of  World War II. It 

represents its cultural diversity, richness and 

contribution of the Jewish community to the life 

of the city of Nitra in social, spiritual, cultural ,  

and economic area. 

 
The exhibition offers information on the history of 

Jewish settlement, period photographs from the 

Párovce district, the Orthodox and Neolog ical  

synagogues, and the Jewish cemetery. It also 

presents important Nitra rabbis, public figures, 

entrepreneurs  and architects, complements them 

with period advertising, but also with materials 

documenting events in Nitra after the publication 

of the so-called Of the Jewish Codex. It presents 

the fate of specific families affected by the 

Holocaust. 

 
The exhibition was prepared by the Andrej Bagar 

Theatre in Nitra on the occasion of the premiere of 

the production The Bride or It Seems to Thunder, 

based on the story by Ladislav Grosman The Bride 

about the fate of Jews in the period of the Slovak 

state, which had  premiered on 20th January 2023. The 

exhibition was created in cooperation with the Jewish 

Religious Community in Nitra, the State Archives in 

Nitra, the City of Nitra, the Museum of Podzoborie 

Region in Dolné Obdokovce and the Nitra Cultural 

Heritage civic association.  
 
 

Curator of the exhibition: Slavka Civ§ŝov§ 

Graphic design: Peter Jánsky 

 
The following also cooperated on the exhibition:   
Katarína Potoková, Jewish Religious Community in Nitra  
Milan Belej, State Archive in Nitra  
Dagmar Bojdová, City of Nitra   
Alexander Feh®r and Iveta Feh®r Pindeģov§,  
Museum of Podzoborie Region in Dolné Obdokovce  

Juraj Nov§k and Richard E. Prońka, Nitra Cultural Heritage, civic association 

 
Important information and photos were provided by:   
Prof. Benjamin Z. Kedar, brother of Mrs. Hani Kedar -Kehat, author of the book   
My Nitra: A Familyôs Struggle to Survive in Slovakia and the author's daughter Zehavit Kehat.  

Vladimír Vnuk, author of the publication A Walk through the Old Nitra, 

Ġt¼rova Street, Párovská Street and Surroundings. 

 
The exhibition also includes drawings and 

graphics by the artist Alena Bugárová.  

 
The founder of the Andrej Bagar  Theatre in 

Nitra is the Nitra Self -Governing Region. 
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NITRA ð THE SEAT OF THE OLDEST JEWISH 
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY IN SLOVAKIA 
Nitra has been one of the most important centres of Jewish life in our territory for centuries. Together with the 
settlement of Párovce, it is the oldest historically documented place with Jewish settlement. The first Jewish merchants 
probably settled here at the turn of the 9th and 10th centuries. At the end of the 11th century, when Nitra became a coin 
city, Jewish minters and officials who managed the royal finances worked here. At that time, they probably already had 
their own religious community. The Zobor Deeds of 1111 and 1113 mention the existence of Mons Iudaeorum (Jewish Hill) 
in the suburbs of Nitra, which was actually a Jewish cemetery that must have been widely known for at least a century 
before it was used to mark the place. Currently, there is also a theory (author: PhDr. Peter Keresteģ, PhD.) that Mons 
Iudaeorum was located on Lupka Hill at Zobor.  

The demarcation deed of 1247 mentions the fortified Jewish settlement of Castrum Iudaeorum, which had a religious 
community and several cult facilities in the 13th century. Neither the residence of Jews in Nitra nor their religious 
community was permanent. As a result of persecution and war events, Jews had to leave their homes from time to time.  

Another written mention of the Jewish inhabitants of Párovce is from 1522. The re -population of Párovce by Jewish 
families dates back to 1693 ð 1699. In 1703, Párovce was ravaged and burned by Rákoczi's troops. The Jews had left the 
settlement before it was conquered. However, the absence of Jews in Párovce  did not last long. In the document from 
1745, there are 12 Jewish households, 43 people registered in total. In the middle of the 18th century, the number of 
Jewish residents grew rapidly, mainly thanks to immigrants from Moravia, whose living situation had deteriorated 
significantly as a result of the adoption of restrictive legal measures. In 1752, about 20 families were living here and 
Párovce had become a merchant and craftsman suburb of Nitra. The Jewish religious community had a rabbi and a 
synagogue, which was expanded in 1766. 

In 1768, 44 taxable heads of Jewish families, a total of 169 people, were registered in the suburbs of Nitra. Among the 
breadwinners, there were merchants, butchers, distillers, innkeepers, tailors, shoemakers, and a glazier. According to the 
tax inventory, the community at that time had a rabbi, a shochet, a shamash, and two teachers in cheder. With the 
accession of Joseph II to the throne, the rights of Jews were extended. By the charter of 16th July 1787, he allowed them 
to trade in domestic goods anywhere. At the end of the 18th century, Menachem Mendel Deutsch was the chief rabbi of 
Párovce. His competence included Jews from 37 surrounding villages. In 1793, the Jewish community had about 450 
members, 430 lived in Párovce and about 20 in the city centre . In 1818, a classicist synagogue with hundreds of seats was 
built. A number of charitable associations were established. At the beginning of the 19th century, the Jewish religious 
community had more than a thousand members. About a hundred of them lived in the city centre . After the issuance of 
the Land Act in 1840, which abolished restrictions on the settlement of Jews (the Hungarian government allowed Jews to 
settle in towns, except for mining towns), many families from Párovce moved to the town. More liberal conditions created 
a wider scope for the economic and social assertion of Jews and for a further increase in the number of Jews. The trade in 
the city gradually passed into the hands of the Jews. In the years 1825 ð 1845, their numbers in Nitra and Párovce doubled 
to 2,000 people, of which 1,500 lived in Párovce. In the years 1836 ð 1854, Ezekiel Baneth acted as the chief rabbi - an 
important priest, nicknamed Miraculous rabbi. Under his leadership, the Yeshiva in Nitra became famous throughout the 
monarchy, but it also had a good reputation abroad.  

 
In the revolutionary year of 1848, there were riots in the city directed mainly against Jews. In March 1848, the 
townspeople looted and ravaged Jewish shops and apartments in the centre , and Jewish families were banished to 
Párovce. In August of the same year, the municipal authorities issued a return permit to the Jews. In the 1960s, the 
migration of Jewish families from Párovce to the city centre  intensified.  

Source: Jewish Religious Community Nitra 
Literature used: Encyclopaedia of Jewish Religious Communities L ï R (Volume II), 2010  
Milan Belej ï Peter Keresteġ (eds.): Jews in the History of Nitra and its Surroundings, 2022 

 

 

Seal of an undefined Jewish 
organization in Nitra. It was 
discovered in 2017 in one estate in 
Vesprém (Hungary). 

Source: Museum of 
Podzoborie Region in Dolné 
Obdokovce 

 

 

 

Postage stamp with the postmark 
of Nitra -Párovce. 
Párovce, inhabited mainly by 
Jews, was a separate village until  
1886, when it was also formally 
connected with Nitra.  

Source: Museum of 
Podzoborie Region in Dolné 
Obdokovce 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Logo of the contemporary Jewish 
religious community in Nitra  

 
PÁROVSKÁ STREET JEWISH SCHOOL NEOLOGICAL 
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ORTHODOX SYNAGOGUES 
IN PÁROVCE 
The first synagogue was located between the current blocks No. 207 and 208 
on Párovská Street. The year of its erecting  is not known. It was first 
mentioned in 1766, when it was being repaired and rebuilt. The image 
documentation has not been preserved.  

The second synagogue in Párovce was built in 1818. The Jews rented a plot of 
land in the vicinity of the first synagogue, on which they built a new prayer 
room. It was costly restored in 1903. The architect Leopold Baumhorn led the 
modification of this classicist synagogue. Based on several surviving 
photographs, the synagogue can be evaluated as a block building standing on a 
rectangular floor plan, oriented to the northwest ð southeast. The space was 
illuminated by large, semi -arc window openings. Not only the vault, but the 
entire interior was richly decorated with decorative wall painting. The 
synagogue had a tower with a mansard roof attached to the southwestern 
facade. A small raised hall stood in front of the main entrance to the 
synagogue, which was located in the middle of the south -eastern facade, 
facing Párovská Street ð a kind of half -open roofed leeway, accessible by two 
side staircases. 

 
Literature used: Juraj Novák ï Richard E. Proļka: Architecture of the 20th century in Nitra, State of knowledge, 2016  

Photographs: Vladimír Vnuk: A Walk through the Old Nitra: Ġt¼rova Street, P§rovsk§ Street and Surroundings, 2020 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In the photos, the building of the Jewish School. 

The last photo is from 1966, there are already 
two-storey residential buildings of the Párovce 
housing estate. 

Photographs: Vladimír Vnuk: A Walk through the Old Nitra: 
Ġt¼rova Street, Párovská Street and Surroundings, 2020 
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YESHIVA IN NITRA 
The excellent Jewish school in Párovce is mentioned as early as the 18th century (source: Otmar 
Gergelyi). Later in the first half of the 19th century, unt il his death in 1854, Rabbi Ezekiel 
Baneth led the yeshiva in Nitra. In 1903, a separate building of the rabbinical school was built 
by the Nitra patron and philanthropist Jozef Engel. During half a century, a number of local 
rabbis and dayanim took turns in its leadership . After years of stagnation , it was maintained by 
the Katz rabbi family. The stable number of students of the Nitra yeshiva in the period of Moses 
Katz ranged from 40 to 50 students per year. After the death of the chief rabbi M. Katz (1927) 
and his son Abraham Aron Katz (1930), the Nitra yeshiva suspended its activities.  

Taking over the leadership of the Nitra yeshiva by the newly elected chief rabbi of Nitra, S. D. 
Ungar, in 1931, the concept of the original educational system was completely changed, the 
school was transformed from a small school into a modern pedagogical institution with a strong 
emphasis on the social character of the school. During the first two years of Rabbi S. D. Ungar's 
activity, the Nitra Yeshiva rapidly increased the number of students to an average of 200 -300 
per year, for which the original capacities of the school premises were insufficient. In the 
summer of 1932, important members of the Nitra Jewish Religious Community therefore 
contributed to the construction of a new yeshiva building with a new canteen, where poor 
pupils were to eat free of charge. In teaching in yeshiva, Rabbi S. D. Ungar was assisted by his 
son-in-law, Rabbi M. D. Weissmandl, who was known for his phenomenal memory . He used to 
lead the lectures by heart, including the presentation of a number of quotations from the 
Torah. During the first years of the existence of the Slovak state, there was a massive disruption 
of higher Jewish schools. In 1942, thanks to the persistent intervention of Rabbi M. D. 
Weissmandl, the Nitra Yeshiva was the only operating  yeshiva not only in Slovakia, but also in 
Central and Eastern Europe. There were about 200 pupils from various cities in Slovakia and 
Poland who found shelter here until mid -August 1944. After the outbreak of the Slovak National 
Uprising and the subsequent occupation of Slovakia by Germany, the last yeshiva was officially 
abolished on 5th September 1944, and less than two weeks later, on 17th September intense 
deportations of the Jewish population from Nitra and its surroundings to the Auschwitz 
concentration camp took place. The school building was demolished in 1967 during the 
redevelopment  of Párovce. Nowadays, a grammar school is located approximately on this site.  

 
After the war, a handful of former gr aduates of the Nitra yeshiva le d by Rabbi Shalom Moshe 
Ungar and Michael Dov Weissmandl tried to restore the yeshiva according to the original 
pedagogical model in their new homeland ð in state of New York, USA ð under the name Yeshiva 
of Nitra, Rabbinical College. Despite the adversity of the times and difficult trials in the past, 
the Nitra Yeshiva continues in the legacy of its founders, preserving in its name the memory of 
its origin.  

Literature used: Daniel Polakoviļ: Samuel David Ungar (1886 - 1945) and Nitra Yeshiva 


